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ARTS MARK
SUCCESS

The Burton Borough School has recently been
awarded the Gold Artsmark, and Mr Hill, Mr
Henson and two students who are active in the
schools arts faculty- Lucy Aaron and Ryan
Sayce, have just collected the award at a
presentation in Stratford-upon-Avon.

Artsmark is a national award scheme managed by
Arts Council England that recognises those schools
with a high level of provision in the arts. The award
scheme is open to all schools in England both
maintained and independent.

By gaining an Artsmark, a school shows its
commitment to the wider development of young
people and teachers and to raising the profile of the
arts in the school and local community.

To gain an Artsmark we had to fill in a detailed
application form, where we recorded all the things
going on in the school. Mrs Ruston spent many
weeks collecting the information and collating it for
the forms. Once the application had been accepted
the school was inspected by an Artsmark team who
spent the day looking around the school and talking
to teachers and pupils about the provision of arts.

We are very pleased with the progress the school
has made over the last 3 years, since we last
applied for the Artsmark. We have increased the
availability of all the arts subjects to all students-
particularly developing dance lessons in KS3 and
KS4. The school now offers many extra curricular
clubs for students to take part in after school and
during lunchtimes, including Street Dance, Film
Club and the wide range off school bands available.
The number of students taking Arts subjects for
GCSE has also increased over the last 3 years and

with the introduction of the BTEC Art and Design
course from September 2008 and the Creative Arts
and Media Diploma from September 2009, even
more students will have the opportunity to access
an even wider range of arts subjects.

Opportunities for students to work with professional
artists has also improved with students attending
workshops with artists ranging form the CBSO,
Birmingham Rep, Dance Exchange, Trading Faces,
Musicate and many more.

We are extremely pleased the Burton Borough
School has gained the Gold Artsmark as it not only
shows the improvements made to the arts provision

in school but it also recognises all the hard work
and commitment of the arts staff in school and all
the students who take part in the arts events.




ART

Walsall Art Gallery

For the DOT Day on July 3", the Art Department to
30 Year 10 students to The New Art Gallery in
Walsall. The students looked at the exhibitions
featuring the work by Ansell Adams and John

Davies- two landscape photographers. Students
also attended a talk about the artists and their work.

The trip was organised to give the art students the

opportunity to see an exhibition and to help them
with their Art GCSE course.

GCSE Exhibition

There will be a private view of the GCSE Art
exhibition on Wednesday 16th July from 5.30 - 7pm
in the Boughey Gallery. The exhibition will then be
open until the end of term. If you would like to see
the work during school time please sign in at
reception.

Newport in Bloom Festival

Sophie Ruggles from Year 10 and Reece Turner
and Macey Hayes from Yr 11 were chosen to have
artwork displayed in St. Nicholas Church, Newport
alongside the work of other local artists from Friday

11" to Sunday 13" July as part of the Newport in

Bloom- Art and Floral Festival celebrations.

Year 10 Photography

Any Yr 10 pupils that are interested in taking a
photography course, starting in September on
Thursdays after school, please see the Art
Department for a form and further details.

DANCE

Shropshire Youth Games

Our Year 7 and 8 Cheerleaders took part in the
Shropshire Youth Games at Cosford last month.
They had been rehearsing for several weeks with
their dance teacher Sharon Ann, and performed
alongside several other schools from the county. All
the dancers enjoyed themselves and were very
proud that their routine included several stunts that
other schools did not do.

Year 8 Street Dance

On Tuesday 24" June the Year 8 Street Dancers
took part in the Hadley Learning Community Dance
Festival. They performed a routine they had been
learning over the last half term, taught to them by
visiting dance teacher Vicky Caswell. The
performance went well and all the students enjoyed
themselves.




Dance Trips

Miss Stinton has been busy over the last few
months organising trips for the dance students (and
others) to see. Recently they have been to see
Joseph and the Amazing Technicolour Dream
Coat, Mary Poppins, Matthew Bournes Nutcracker
& The Car Man.

If you would like information on future trips please
email dance.bbs@taw.org.uk

DRAMA

A Midsummer Nights Dream

In May, a group of Year 10 students performed a 30
minute version of William Shakespeare’s A
Midsummer Nights Dream. They performed in the
outside area in the middle of the Music Block and
luckily the rain held off and the sun even came out.
In just five weeks the students directed themselves
in the piece and got to grips with the
Shakespearean language- all with limited input from
Mr Williams. What they produced was extremely
well performed and directed and all the students
that took part should be really proud.

Crime and Punishment Project

Six Year 10 Drama students were commissioned by
the Telford Cultural Hub, Shropshire Archives and

Blists Hill to write and perform a piece based on
Victorian Crime and Punishment. Taking a real life
case of “George Clare and the infamous theft of the

Pork Pie” (well — infamous in Wellington Market in

1853 anyway!) the piece took all of the evidence
presented to the court in the original trial and, using

flash-backs, presented the case to the audience.
The piece was taken to Lillishall and Coalbrookdale

Primary schools where, after the performance the
children were asked to judge if George was guilty or

not guilty and if guilty, what punishment he should
receive. The work was excellent and we have been
asked to put a similar project together for next year!

MUSIC

Alton Towers Trip

On Monday 30" June, the Music Department took
50 musicians from the school bands to Alton
Towers for the day as a reward for all their hard
work this year. Everyone enjoyed the trip and luckily
it didn’t rain- although those who braved the log
flume and river rapids did end up soaking wet
anyway. Mrs Ruston, Mr Williams and Miss
Granfield even braved the Oblivion ride!

BBS Young Musician
of the Year 2008

On Wednesday 18" June, 33 young musicians took
part in the Burton Borough Young Musician of the
Year competition. Divided into 4 categories, each

performed a piece of music that showed of their
ability best. Aged from 7 to 16 all those who took
part did really well to stand up in front of an
audience and perform by themselves. The evening
was adjudicated by Simon Platford, and the winners
are as follows:
Primary Schools Category- Jordan Leech (Muxton
Primary School)
Beginners Category- Sarah Brown (Yr 7)
Intermediate Category- Ben Garrott (Yr 9)
Advanced Category- Patrick Sterling (Yr 11)

Summer Concert

What a night! On Tuesday 8" July, all the school
bands played in the schools Summer Concert-
which this year was a night of celebration for all the




hard work the bands had put in over the last year.
All the bands played fantastically (as usual) and
proved why they had won three gold awards at this
years NCBF finals in April.

The Music Department Awards were also handed
out during the evening. The Junior Player award
went to Jonathan Lewis, the Senior Player went to
Chris Beal and the players’ player of the year award
went to Lucy Aaron. It was also a sad night as we
had to say goodbye to some of the 6" Formers who
are leaving the bands this year. They have
contributed so much to the bands over the years
and really will be missed by everyone.

ARTS COLLEGE

Cash Fusion

Over the last 8 months 6 BBS students have been
involved with the Telford Culture Zones Young
Peoples Steering Group- CashFusion. TCZ asked
the students allocate £20,000 to the TCZ partner
schools. Each school was given the opportunity to
apply for funding for arts projects that would involve
as many students as possible and have an impact
on the school. The CashFusion Members then
decided whether the application fitted the criteria
they had set, and then whether to award the
funding. CashFusion were able to fund most of the
projects that were applied for. All the students have
learnt a great deal through this project- especially
seeing the planning that goes into a project. The
students in the CashFusion team are happy that
they were given the chance to decide where the
money went- that they were trusted with the
decisions.

Welcome and Goodbye...

We would like to welcome Mr Henson who started
work as the new Drama teacher in June and also to
Miss Bussey who will be rejoining the Music
Department in September.

However, we also have to say goodbye to Mrs
Sterling who will be leaving her teaching role at
BBS, although she will continue to conduct the
Junior Big Band and Leprechauns, while taking on
some of our peripatetic music teaching in our feeder
primary schools for us.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

As ever, next year will be just as busy as this year
has been for everyone in the Arts Faculty. We will
have dance performances, drama productions,
music concerts and art exhibitions- not to mention
performances by professional artists, trips to the
theatre and competitions to take part in. Look out
for dates of future events at the start of the new
term in September, but for now here’s just a couple
for you to take note of...

11" and 12" November, 2008
Year 7 Production- Ecuador.
To tie in with the schools fundraising for Ecuador,
next term’s whole Year 7 production will be based
on Ecuador- its history, culture and life today. It is
currently being written by Mrs Ruston, Mr Williams,
Mr Henson and Miss Stinton.

Tuesday 18 "™ November
Arts GCSE Performance Evening
The chance to see what our Year 11 GCSE
students have been working on over the last year
and also our Year 10 GCSE students in the first few
weeks of their course.

Wednesday 17 " December
End of Term Concert

Enjoy the Summer
Holidays- see you in
September!
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