arts colleges

OCEAN WORLD

Year 7 students are busily rehearsing for our
upcoming cross-curricular production. Ocean world
is an ecological musical by Peter Rose and Anne
Conlon. Over the last few years the Burton
Borough School has performed several musicals
looking at man’s impact on the global environment-
African Jigsaw was based on mass migration in
Africa and its effects on the cities and countryside,
while Yanomamo highlighted the importance of the
rainforests and the destruction caused by man's
drive for development . In both performances we
had over 100 singers, actors, musicians and
dancers from the school and the local community.

Ocean World is about the oceans’ ecosystems and
the effect humans have on this delicate balance.

While Man has always been fascinated by the sea,
his desire to exploit the earth's resources for his
immediate benefit is leading to the destruction of
marine life. Because of coral mining, whaling ships,
commercial fishing vessels, oil spillages and the
dumping of domestic, industrial and nuclear
wastes, the ocean simply cannot sustain the
guantity and variety of life it holds. The message is
clear and simple: if man continues to misuse the
sea, he will destroy the life in it. Ocean World
issues a cry for help on behalf of the inhabitants of
the sea and asks: ‘Who cares what becomes of the
ocean?’

The show will involve all Year 7 students- in the
choir, drama and dances. Year 7s spent dot day
rehearsing the songs and drama, as well as
making props with DT and art, and writing poetry
with the English Department. We are extremely
pleased to be able to say that this will be a cross-

curricular production.

The performances are on Wednesday 7" and
Thursday 8™ November, at 7.00pm in the School
Hall.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Friday 19th October- Quicksilver Theatre ‘A Tale
for Winter’ A family adaptation of Shakespeare’s ‘A
Winter’'s Tale'.

Starts 6.00pm in Create. Tickets £6 and £4.

Tuesday 30th October - GCSE Performance
Evening with Music, Drama and Dance Students.
Starts 7.00pm in Create. Tickets £4 each.

Wednesday 7th & Thursday 8th November —
Burton Borough School Presents ‘Ocean World’ An
ecological musical about the oceans.

Starts 7.00pm in the School Hall. Tickets £4 and
£3.

Tuesday 13th November — Fetch Theatre ‘The
Maze of Minos'.
Starts 7.30pm in Create. Tickets £5.

Thursday 13th December — KS3 Drama Club
presents ‘Shorties Gone Long'. Details to be
confirmed.

Wednesday 19th December — Christmas Concert
Details to be confirmed.

If you want to book tickets for any of these please
call 01952 386543 or email arts.bbs@taw.org.uk

CAN YOU HELP US?

We are always in need of extra pairs of hands to
help us at the shows we put on at the school. If you
would like to help us by working on the bar or with
‘crowd control’ for our students taking part, please
contact Helen Granfield on 01952 386543.

Our next big school production will be ‘Bugsy
Malone’ in February 2008. As this is set in the
1920s we are in need of suits and ‘trilby’ style hats.
If you have any you would like to donate, please
contact the Drama Department.




ART

SAATCHI PORTFOLIO SCHOOLS

PRIZE

Some of our GCSE Art Students have been
entered into the Saatchi Gallery’s Portfolio Schools
Prize. Kylie Sunner, Gabby Wright, Reece Turner,
James Preece and David Samuels. More of their
work entered can be seen at:
www.saatchi-gallery.co.uk/portfolio

David Samuels

Reece Turner

All Primary and Secondary schools are now able to
create an online profile with the gallery, which will
allow them to display artwork created by pupils
between 4-18 years old.

The Portfolio Schools Prize is open to schools all
around the world. A panel of art critics will choose
their favourite works each year, awarding a 1st
prize of £10,000 to the winning school’s art
department. A further £2000 will be given to the
winning pupil to be spent on computer and art
equipment.

The three winning works will be displayed at the
new Saatchi Gallery which opens in early 2008.

EXHIBITION
We are pleased to hosting an exhibition by local
photographer and ex-pupil Chris Neophytou. This
is a wonderful exhibition in the Boughey Gallery,

and is open from to view from Monday 15th
October.

DANCE

GCSE DANCE

Our GCSE Dance students have been extremely
busy since the end of last term, and it looks set to
continue for the rest of the year.

In July some of our Year 11 Dancers took part in a
show at The Place, Oakengates as part of a project
with Border Dance and the Cultural Hub. They
performed along with several other local schools.
They also took this performance to the Hadley
Learning Centre.

At the beginning of October, the GCSE Dancers
went to see a performance of ‘The Car Man’ (a
show by Mathew Bourne- loosely based on Bizet's
Carmen) at the Regent Theatre in Stoke-on-Trent
as part of their coursework.

Looking ahead, our GCSE Dance students will be
seeing Christopher Bruce's classic Swansong by
the Rambert Dance Company in Stoke-on-Trent in
November.

In February Year 10 and 11 Dancers will be
performing at Stoke as part of an annual dance
showcase, organised by the education and
outreach department. This allows the students to
perform in a professional environment, in front of
an audience that extends beyond friends and
family. They will be starting their rehearsals very
soon.

YEAR 8 DANCERS

In July, our Year 8 dancers had the opportunity to
perform at the BRJ School along with other
schools. This performance was part of a project for
sharing of good practice with other schools.

This was a great opportunity for the students to
perform in front of an audience that, again, extends
beyond family and friends, but also included their



peers form other schools. They reprised this
performance for the Open Evening.

YEAR 7 DANCE CLUB

We are pleased to say that our Year 7 Dance club
now has over 40 members taking part in the
lunchtime rehearsals. They are currently rehearsing
hard for their first performance, which will be in
Ocean World- the schools cross curricular
production.

DRAMA

KS3 Drama Club

Now in its 3rd year, our KS3 Drama Club has
grown from strength to strength. There are
currently over 70 members who attend the
rehearsals after school on Thursdays. Each year
we have performed 'Shorties’- a collection of short
sketches directed by the students themselves and
this year we are excited to say our next show will
be ‘Shorties Gone Long’- a selection of short plays
performed by the students and directed by former
members of the drama club who are now in Year
10 and 11. The show will be on Thursday 13th
December.

GCSE DRAMA

As if the end of term isn’t busy enough, at the
end of last term the current Year 11 Drama
Students performed 3 shows within a month...

SHROPSHIRE SCHOOLS DRAMA
FESTIVAL

One group took part in the annual Shropshire
Schools Drama Festival at the Belmont Arts Centre
in Shrewsbury, alongside 3 other schools from the
county.

‘Nightmares’ was a devised piece, based on fears
we all have. The Shropshire Schools Drama
Festival allows schools to get together and
showcase their work in a professional venue in

front of students from other schools. The whole
evening was a huge success, with work ranging
from comedy, to drama, to the surreal.

MULTIPLEX AND AN ISLAND FAR
FROM HERE— A STUDENTS VIEW

The evening comprised of two plays, performed by
two GCSE drama groups. The first play was ‘An
Island Far From Here’ by Laura Ruohonen. The
basic plot is about a number of girls that discover
an old lady in the basement. It turns out that she’s
hiding from her son, who we discover to be one of
the characters. It really was gripping and the way
two different sides to the story became entwined
was in my view, exceptional.

The second performance of the evening was
‘Multiplex’ by Christopher William Hill. This is about
the people that work in a cinema. We see ‘King’,
the leader of the cinema, trying to make a film, just
as a new employee challenges King to a quiz
upsetting the balance of life at the cinema.

I haven't been to many school productions and
these performances have set a very high standard.
| found the two plays excellently performed, from
the deep and meaningful parts that required
serious acting skills to the witty and humorous parts
that required a specific tonality and facial
expression. | thoroughly enjoyed the performances
and | think everyone that was there did too. They
combined witty humour with deep and sensitive
drama. It felt real- something that you don’t see in
many school productions. By George Bloor

GCSE PERFORMANCE EVENING

On Tuesday 30th October, GCSE Music, Dance
and Drama Students will be taking part in a
showcase to perform some of their GCSE
coursework. This is an opportunity for them to show
how hard they have been working, and allows them
to perform in front of an audience.

Here’s what the Drama students will be




performing...

Rene” Magritte
Whois he? He is a
witty and amusing
man from France who
was an artist and
painted very surreal
paintings.

Who are we? We are
a GCSE Drama group who are trying to use ideas
from his crazy paintings in a drama piece that will
certainly make you think.
We will be performing pieces of drama about
apples. Huh? Sketches about umbrellas. What?
Sections of the show with bowler hats. Is this a
joke?
Apples, drama, comedy, bowler hats, a modern
and a 1920’s soundtrack, umbrellas, and surreal
performances all in an entire show about
paintings? What the Magritte were we thinking?
Come and watch the show and you'll find out.
The night...Tuesday 30™ October, 7pm...
The place...Create Studio.
Huh? Why? What? I’'m confused.

By Adam Westley

MUSIC

MUSIC FOR YOUTH

Burton Borough School bands have grown from
strength to strength over the past few years and
back in July, the Big Band and Concert Bands
achievements earned them a place at the finals of
Music for Youth, which was held at the Symphony
Hall in Birmingham.

Concert Band
Both bands were praised for the high quality of
playing and adjudicators were very impressed with
the number of pupils playing from just one school!
We look forward to competing again this year.

PARIS TOUR JULY 2007

Back in July the concert band and big band visited
Paris on their summer tour. The band gave two
concerts while they were there- one by the Eiffel
Tower in Champ de Mars and one on the outskirts
of the city. Both concerts were well attended and
many people praised the band for their high quality.
In between playing the band did have time to do
some sight seeing, up the Eiffel Tower and along
the River Seine and even a trip to visit Disneyland.
We all look forward to our next tour.

YOUNG MUSICIAN OF THE YEAR
2007

In July over 30 musicians took part in the schools
annual Young Musician of the Year Competition.
As ever the standard of playing was extremely high
in all categories. This year the winners were:

Primary Schools — Jordan Leech
Beginners — Ben Garrott
Intermediate — Lucy Aaron
Advanced — Ruth Brunger

Well done to all who took part.

PRIMARY SCHOOLS

As a Specialist Arts College our aim is to develop
links with all our local primary school, offering them
instrumental lessons and specialist arts teaching.
Over the past year we have been working with
Lilleshall Primary, St Peters in Edgmond and
Tibberton School. We currently have over 40 pupils
receiving instrumental lessons on flute, saxophone,
clarinet, trumpet, cornet, tenor horn, trombone,
guitar, piano and drums. We have also been
working in the classroom; many of our creative arts
teachers have been out delivering lessons and
helping teacher develop their skills in the arts. If
you would like further information on our primary
school scheme please contact Mrs Ruston on
01952 386543.




